


NEVER START A PH.D.
5 TRICKS TO INTERRUPT YOUR PH.D. IF IT’S TOO LATE

BY J.-L. GUILLAUME, PH.D.



TRICK 1

SPEND MORE TIME AT THE BREAK ROOM THAN AT ANY OTHER PLACE

& MAKE SURE TO BE SEEN



TRICK 2

ALWAYS PRESENT OBVIOUSLY WRONG RESULTS TO YOUR ADVISORS



TRICK 3

SUBMIT BAD PAPERS TO A CONFERENCE WITHOUT YOUR ADVISOR’S CONSENT

BONUS: YOUR ADVISOR IS IN THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE



TRICK 4

BE LATE

CANCEL, RESCHEDULE, CANCEL AGAIN, FINALLY BE THERE… LATE



TRICK 5

BLANK PAGE SYNDROME

WRITE BLOG ARTICLES, TWEETS, ANYTHING

BUT YOUR THESIS

AND MAKE SURE YOUR ADVISOR KNOWS



BONUS TRICK

BE LAPTOP INTOLERANT, HAVE ELECTROMAGNETIC

HYPERSENSITIVITY…

(OBVIOUSLY WAIT TILL THE CONTRACT IS SIGNED)

TIP: MAKE SURE NO ONE IN THE LAB SUFFERS FROM THIS

CONDITION



DISCLAIMER

ANY SIMILARITY BETWEEN THIS PRESENTATION AND A SERIOUS ONE IS PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

THE NAMES, CHARACTERS, AND SITUATIONS PORTRAYED IN THIS PRESENTATION ARE FICTITIOUS. NO IDENTIFICATION TO

ACTUAL PERSONS (LIVING, DEAD, OR UNDEAD), PLACES, BUILDINGS, AND PRODUCTS IS INTENDED OR SHOULD BE INFERRED.

NO PH.D. STUDENTS WERE HARMED IN THE MAKING OF THIS PRESENTATION.
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