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HOW TO BEHAVE

AT A CONFERENCE?

5 TRICKS TO MAKE THE MOST OF IT

(AND SOME PRO TIPS)

BY J.-L. GUILLAUME, PH.D.



FIND THE PERFECT CHAIR

SPEED-RUN THROUGH ALL AVAILABLE SEATS

CLAIM THE COMFIEST ONE BEFORE ANYONE

PRIORITIZE PROXIMITY TO A POWER OUTLET

LEAVE YOUR BAG ON THE SEAT NEXT TO YOU - JUST IN CASE

PRO TIP: CONFERENCE ROOM CHAIRS ARE NOT COMFORTABLE. DO NOT GO THERE!

IF YOU HAVE NO CHOICE, SIT FRONT ROW, ANSWER EMAILS OR PLAY CANDY CRUSH

A headrest w
ould 

make it e
ven bette

r



ENJOY THE

CITY LIFE

CITY LIFE DOES NOT HAPPEN IN MUSEUMS

AND EVEN LESS AT THE CONFERENCE!

PRO TIP: ONLY SUBMIT TO NICE PLACES



THERE ARE NO STUPID QUESTIONS*

ONLY STUPID ANSWERS

ASK AT LEAST ONE QUESTION PER TALK

START WITH “IT’S MORE OF A COMMENT THAN A QUESTION...”

THE LESS EXPERT YOU ARE ON THE TOPIC, THE MORE LEGITIMATE YOUR

QUESTIONS ARE!

BEING CONFIDENTLY WRONG IS BETTER THAN BEING QUIETLY RIGHT

PRO TIPS: MANSPLAIN – INTERRUPT KEYNOTES – ALWAYS CITE YOURSELF

(*) AT LEAST MINE



BE LATE FOR YOUR TALK

ALPHA RESEARCHERS DON’T WAIT, THEY ARE WAITED FOR!

TIPS FOR BEING LATE (PICK 2 OR 3)

• ARRIVE JUST IN TIME TO ANNOUNCE YOU’LL NEED “JUST A MINUTE”

• USE YOUR LAPTOP PREFERABLY WITH 13 UPDATES PENDING

• BRING A NON-FUNCTIONAL USB KEY OR A RARE VIDEO ADAPTER

• FORGET YOUR CHARGER, THEN BORROW ONE FROM A MAC-PC USER

• ASK IF THERE’S ANY COMPUTER SCIENTIST IN THE ROOM

• SEARCH FOR THE "DISPLAY SETTINGS" MENU

• INSIST ON USING GOOGLE SLIDES (WHILE IN AIRPLANE MODE)

• SAY “IT WORKED AT HOME…” AT LEAST TWICE



BONUS TRICK

FORGE AN ACCEPTANCE MAIL FOR ANY

CONFERENCE (NOT A A* ONE)

ASK THE COUNCIL LAB TO PAY FOR YOUR TRIP

PRO TIP: MAKE SURE YOUR ADVISOR IS NOT IN

THE COUNCIL LAB

Dear YOUR NAME,

Congratulations! We are pleased to inform you that your submission indicated below has 
been accepted to CONF NAME:

Submission 393: ARTICLE TITLE

This year we received 493 submissions. We were able to accept only 52 of these, 
representing an acceptance rate of 11%. ADJUST NUMBERS

Please take the following actions:
1. Please check immediately that your author name and affiliation for all authors are 

correct in EasyChair, as these will be the starting point for the author list communicated to 
the ACM. Per the call for papers, if you would like to modify the authorship of your paper, 

please get in touch with the program chairs first. In general, we will not approve these 
requests.

2. At least one author must register for the main part of the conference by the early bird 
deadline and commit to present the paper at the conference. If you have multiple papers 

accepted, it’s fine for a single person to present more than one. Registration will open 
soon at the conference website: CONF URL. Failure to register or present is grounds for 

removal of the paper from proceedings as described in the CFP.
3. For student authors, please note that information about Student Travel Grants sponsored 

by will be posted to the conference website shortly.
4. Please share both this notice and follow up notices from ACM with your co-authors.

All accepted papers will appear in the proceedings as full-length publications and will also 
be presented as a talk or a poster for interactive discussion. With the increased size of 

CONF NAME this year, we anticipate a mix of short and long presentations. We will follow-
up soon with additional details.

We’ll be communicating the list of accepted papers to the ACM within a few days; once 
that has happened, you can expect to receive two emails from them with information in 

regard to copyright arrangements, and submission of final camera-ready version of 
papers. Note that the usual ACM pattern is for at least one of these emails to be sent 
*only* to the first-named author; please alert your co-authors to share *all* emails that 

arrive in connection with your paper, so that they are acted on promptly after they arrive.

The program committee worked very hard to review all the submitted papers and to 
provide action points to improve your paper. All papers were reviewed by at least three 

program committee members and by a senior PC member to oversee discussion amongst 
the reviewers and provide an overall recommendation for the paper. The meta-review by 

the senior PC member and the reviews of the PC members are below. We trust that you 
will take their suggestions into account when producing the final version of your paper. 

Once again, congratulations -- and we look forward to seeing you in LOCATION HERE! 

Best regards,
PC CHAIRS

CONF NAME Program Co-Chairs



SEASON 3

5 TIPS FOR A GREAT PRESENTATION

COMING SOON*

(*) SOONER THAN THE L3I NEW WEBSITE
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